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the Armed Forces or a family member of a
member or former member of the Armed
Forces who lived at a location (or the sur-
rounding area of such a location) identified
by the Department of Defense as a location
with a known or suspected release of
perfluoroalkyl substances or polyfluoroalkyl
substances during the period in which the in-
dividual lived at that location (or sur-
rounding area).

3) TRICARE PROGRAM.—The term
“TRICARE program’ has the meaning given
that term in section 1072(7) of title 10, United
States Code.

SEC. 763. DOCUMENTATION OF EXPOSURE TO
PERFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES OR
POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES.

(a) SHARING OF INFORMATION.—The Sec-
retary of Defense and the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall enter into a memorandum
of understanding providing for the sharing
by the Department of Defense with the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs of the results
of covered evaluations regarding the expo-
sure by a member of the Armed Forces to
perfluoroalkyl substances or polyfluoroalkyl
substances.

(b) REGISTRY.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall establish a registry of members of
the Armed Forces who have been exposed to,
or are suspected to have been exposed to,
perfluoroalkyl substances or polyfluoroalkyl
substances.

(2) INCLUSION IN REGISTRY.—The Secretary
shall include a member of the Armed Forces
in the registry established under paragraph
(1) if a covered evaluation of the member es-
tablishes that the member—

(A) was based or stationed at a location
identified by the Department of Defense as a
location with a known or suspected release
of perfluoroalkyl substances or
polyfluoroalkyl substances during the period
in which the member was based or stationed
at the location; or

(B) was exposed to such substances.

(3) BLOOD TESTING.—The results of any
blood test conducted under section 4(a) shall
be included in the registry established under
paragraph (1) for any member of the Armed
Forces included in the registry.

(4) ELECTION.—A member of the Armed
Forces may elect not to be included in the
registry established under paragraph (1).

(c) PROVISION OF INFORMATION.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall provide to a member
of the Armed Forces more information on
perfluoroalkyl substances and
polyfluoroalkyl substances and the potential
impact of exposure to such substances if a
covered evaluation of such member estab-
lishes that the member—

(1) was based or stationed at a location
identified by the Department of Defense as a
location with a known or suspected release
of perfluoroalkyl substances or
polyfluoroalkyl substances during the period
in which the member was based or stationed
at the location; or

(2) was exposed to such substances.

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to preclude
eligibility of a veteran for benefits under the
laws administered by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs by reason of the exposure of the
veteran to perfluoroalkyl substances or
polyfluoroalkyl substances not being re-
corded in a covered evaluation.

(e) COVERED EVALUATION DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘covered evaluation”
means—

(1) a periodic health assessment conducted
in accordance with section 761(a);

(2) a separation history and physical exam-
ination conducted under section 1145(a)(5) of
title 10, United States Code, as amended by
section 761(b); and
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(3) a deployment assessment conducted
under section 1074f(b)(2) of such title, as
amended by section 761(c).

SA 4131. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 3867 submitted by
Mr. REED and intended to be proposed
to the bill H.R. 4350, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2022 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

Subtitle Homeland Procurement Reform
Act
SEC. __ 01. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“‘Home-
land Procurement Reform Act” or the
“HOPR Act”.

SEC. 02. REQUIREMENTS TO BUY CERTAIN
ITEMS RELATED TO NATIONAL SE-
CURITY INTERESTS ACCORDING TO
CERTAIN CRITERIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle D of title VIII of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
391 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“SEC. 836. REQUIREMENTS TO BUY CERTAIN
ITEMS RELATED TO NATIONAL SE-
CURITY INTERESTS.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) COVERED ITEM.—The term
item’ means any of the following:

‘“(A) Footwear provided as part of a uni-
form.

‘(B) Uniforms.

“(C) Holsters and tactical pouches.

‘D) Patches, insignia, and embellish-
ments.

‘‘(E) Chemical, biological, radiological, and
nuclear protective gear.

‘“(F) Body armor components intended to
provide ballistic protection for an individual,
consisting of 1 or more of the following:

‘(1) Soft ballistic panels.

‘(i) Hard ballistic plates.

‘“(iii) Concealed armor carriers worn under
a uniform.

‘“(iv) External armor carriers worn over a
uniform.

“(G) Any other item as determined appro-
priate by the Secretary.

““(2) FRONTLINE OPERATIONAL COMPONENT.—
The term ‘frontline operational component’
means any of the following organizations of
the Department:

““(A) U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

‘“(B) U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement.

‘“(C) The United States Secret Service.

‘(D) The Transportation Security Admin-
istration.

‘“(E) The Coast Guard.

‘“(F) The Federal Protective Service.

‘(G) The Federal Emergency Management
Agency.

‘‘(H) The Federal Law Enforcement Train-
ing Centers.

‘() The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure
Security Agency.

“(b) REQUIREMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall en-
sure that any procurement of a covered item
for a frontline operational component meets
the following criteria:

‘“(A) To the maximum extent possible, not
less than one-third of funds obligated in a
specific fiscal year for the procurement of
such covered items shall be covered items

‘covered
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that are manufactured in the United States
by entities that qualify as small business
concerns, as defined in section 3 of the Small
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632).

‘“(B) Each contractor with respect to the
procurement of such a covered item, includ-
ing the end-item manufacturer of such a cov-
ered item—

‘(i) is an entity registered with the Sys-
tem for Award Management (or successor
system) administered by the General Serv-
ices Administration; and

‘“(ii) is in compliance with ISO 9001:2015 of
the International Organization for Standard-
ization (or successor standard) or a standard
determined appropriate by the Secretary to
ensure the quality of products and adherence
to applicable statutory and regulatory re-
quirements.

‘(C) Each supplier of such a covered item
with an insignia (such as any patch, badge,
or emblem) and each supplier of such an in-
signia, if such covered item with such insig-
nia or such insignia, as the case may be, is
not produced, applied, or assembled in the
United States, shall—

‘(i) store such covered item with such in-
signia or such insignia in a locked area;

‘“(ii) report any pilferage or theft of such
covered item with such insignia or such in-
signia occurring at any stage before delivery
of such covered item with such insignia or
such insignia; and

‘“(iii) destroy any such defective or unus-
able covered item with insignia or insignia
in a manner established by the Secretary,
and maintain records, for three years after
the creation of such records, of such destruc-
tion that include the date of such destruc-
tion, a description of the covered item with
insignia or insignia destroyed, the quantity
of the covered item with insignia or insignia
destroyed, and the method of destruction.

¢(2) WAIVER.—

“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a national
emergency declared by the President under
the National Emergencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1601
et seq.) or a major disaster declared by the
President under section 401 of the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170), the Secretary
may waive a requirement in subparagraph
(A), (B) or (C) of paragraph (1) if the Sec-
retary determines there is an insufficient
supply of a covered item that meets the re-
quirement.

‘“(B) NoTicE.—Not later than 60 days after
the date on which the Secretary determines
a waiver under subparagraph (A) is nec-
essary, the Secretary shall provide to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform, and the
Committee on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives notice of such determina-
tion, which shall include—

‘(i) identification of the national emer-
gency or major disaster declared by the
President;

‘“(ii) identification of the covered item for
which the Secretary intends to issue the
waiver; and

‘‘(iii) a description of the demand for the
covered item and corresponding lack of sup-
ply from contractors able to meet the cri-
teria described in subparagraph (B) or (C) of
paragraph (1).

“(c) PRICING.—The Secretary shall ensure
that covered items are purchased at a fair
and reasonable price, consistent with the
procedures and guidelines specified in the
Federal Acquisition Regulation.
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‘‘(d) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this section and an-
nually thereafter, the Secretary shall pro-
vide to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form, and the Committee on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives, and the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate a briefing on in-
stances in which vendors have failed to meet
deadlines for delivery of covered items and
corrective actions taken by the Department
in response to such instances.

‘‘(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section applies
with respect to a contract entered into by
the Department or any frontline operational
component on or after the date that is 180
days after the date of enactment of this sec-
tion.”.

(b) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Homeland Security shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate and
the Committee on Homeland Security of the
House of Representatives a study of the ade-
quacy of uniform allowances provided to em-
ployees of frontline operational components
(as defined in section 836 of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002, as added by subsection
(a)).

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The study conducted
under paragraph (1) shall—

(A) be informed by a Department-wide sur-
vey of employees from across the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security who receive uni-
form allowances that seeks to ascertain
what, if any, improvements could be made to
the current uniform allowances and what, if
any, impacts current allowances have had on
employee morale and retention;

(B) assess the adequacy of the most recent
increase made to the uniform allowance for
first year employees; and

(C) consider increasing by 50 percent, at
minimum, the annual allowance for all other
employees.

(¢) ADDITIONAL REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Homeland Security shall pro-
vide a report with recommendations on how
the Department of Homeland Security could
procure additional items from domestic
sources and bolster the domestic supply
chain for items related to national security
to—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security,
the Committee on Oversight and Reform,
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

(2) CONTENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include—

(A) a review of the compliance of the De-
partment of Homeland Security with the re-
quirements under section 604 of title VI of di-
vision A of the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009 (6 U.S.C. 453b) to buy
certain items related to national security in-
terests from sources in the United States;
and

(B) an assessment of the capacity of the
Department of Homeland Security to pro-
cure the following items from domestic
sources:

(i) Personal protective equipment and
other items necessary to respond to a pan-
demic such as that caused by COVID-19.

(ii) Helmets that provide ballistic protec-
tion and other head protection and compo-
nents.
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(iii) Rain gear, cold weather gear, and
other environmental and flame resistant
clothing.

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-296; 116
Stat. 2135) is amended by inserting after the
item relating to section 835 the following:
‘‘Sec. 836. Requirements to buy certain

items related to national secu-
rity interests.”.

SA 4132. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr.
MENENDEZ) proposed an amendment to
the bill S. 1064, to advance the stra-
tegic alignment of United States diplo-
matic tools toward the realization of
free, fair, and transparent elections in
Nicaragua and to reaffirm the commit-
ment of the United States to protect
the fundamental freedoms and human
rights of the people of Nicaragua, and
for other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Reinforcing Nicaragua’s Adherence to
Conditions for Electoral Reform Act of 2021’
or the “RENACER Act”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Sense of Congress.

Sec. 3. Review of participation of Nicaragua
in Dominican Republic-Central
America-United States Free
Trade Agreement.

Sec. 4. Restrictions on international finan-
cial institutions relating to
Nicaragua.

Sec. 5. Targeted sanctions to advance demo-
cratic elections.

Developing and implementing a co-
ordinated sanctions strategy
with diplomatic partners.

Inclusion of Nicaragua in list of
countries subject to certain
sanctions relating to corrup-
tion.

Classified report on the involvement
of Ortega family members and
Nicaraguan government offi-
cials in corruption.

9. Classified report on the activities of
the Russian Federation in Nica-
ragua.

10. Report on certain purchases by and
agreements entered into by
Government of Nicaragua relat-
ing to military or intelligence
sector of Nicaragua.

11. Report on human rights abuses in
Nicaragua.

12. Supporting independent news media
and freedom of information in
Nicaragua.

Sec. 13. Amendment to short title of Public

Law 115-335.

Sec. 14. Definition.

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) ongoing efforts by the government of
President Daniel Ortega in Nicaragua to sup-
press the voice and actions of political oppo-
nents through intimidation and unlawful de-
tainment, civil society, and independent
news media violate the fundamental free-
doms and basic human rights of the people of
Nicaragua;

(2) Congress unequivocally condemns the
politically motivated and unlawful detention
of presidential candidates Cristiana
Chamorro, Arturo Cruz, Felix Maradiaga,
and Juan Sebastian Chamorro;

Sec. 6.

Sec. 7.

Sec. 8.

Sec.

Sec.
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(3) Congress unequivocally condemns the
passage of the Foreign Agents Regulation
Law, the Special Cybercrimes Law, the Self-
Determination Law, and the Consumer Pro-
tection Law by the National Assembly of
Nicaragua, which represent clear attempts
by the Ortega government to curtail the fun-
damental freedoms and basic human rights
of the people of Nicaragua;

(4) Congress recognizes that free, fair, and
transparent elections predicated on robust
reform measures and the presence of domes-
tic and international observers represent the
best opportunity for the people of Nicaragua
to restore democracy and reach a peaceful
solution to the political and social crisis in
Nicaragua;

(5) the United States recognizes the right
of the people of Nicaragua to freely deter-
mine their own political future as vital to
ensuring the sustainable restoration of de-
mocracy in their country;

(6) the United States should align the use
of diplomatic engagement and all other for-
eign policy tools, including the use of tar-
geted sanctions, in support of efforts by
democratic political actors and civil society
in Nicaragua to advance the necessary condi-
tions for free, fair, and transparent elections
in Nicaragua;

(7) the United States, in order to maximize
the effectiveness of efforts described in para-
graph (6), should—

(A) coordinate with diplomatic partners,
including the Government of Canada, the Eu-
ropean Union, and partners in Latin America
and the Caribbean;

(B) advance diplomatic initiatives in con-
sultation with the Organization of American
States and the United Nations; and

(C) thoroughly investigate the assets and
holdings of the Nicaraguan Armed Forces in
the United States and consider appropriate
actions to hold such forces accountable for
gross violations of human rights; and

(8) pursuant to section 6(b) of the Nica-
ragua Investment Conditionality Act of 2018,
the President should waive the application of
restrictions under section 4 of that Act and
the sanctions under section 5 of that Act if
the Secretary of State certifies that the Gov-
ernment of Nicaragua is taking the steps
identified in section 6(a) of that Act, includ-
ing taking steps to ‘“‘to hold free and fair
elections overseen by credible domestic and
international observers’.

SEC. 3. REVIEW OF PARTICIPATION OF NICA-
RAGUA IN DOMINICAN REPUBLIC-
CENTRAL AMERICA-UNITED STATES
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) On November 27, 2018, the President
signed Executive Order 13851 (50 U.S.C. 1701
note; relating to blocking property of certain
persons contributing to the situation in
Nicaragua), which stated that ‘‘the situation
in Nicaragua, including the violent response
by the Government of Nicaragua to the pro-
tests that began on April 18, 2018, and the Or-
tega regime’s systematic dismantling and
undermining of democratic institutions and
the rule of law, its use of indiscriminate vio-
lence and repressive tactics against civil-
ians, as well as its corruption leading to the
destabilization of Nicaragua’s economy, con-
stitutes an unusual and extraordinary threat
to the national security and foreign policy of
the United States’.

(2) Article 21.2 of the Dominican Republic-
Central America-United States Free Trade
Agreement approved by Congress under sec-
tion 101(a)(1) of the Dominican Republic-Cen-
tral America-United States Free Trade
Agreement Implementation Act (19 U.S.C.
4011(a)(1)) states, ‘“Nothing in this Agree-
ment shall be construed . . . to preclude a
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